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Description of Proposal Situation of Proposal 

Retention of two camera posts (4m in height) 
carrying two fixed cameras on each post, one 
post having a speaker attached, and three new 
additional cameras fixed to existing camera post 
(non pivotal with zoom lenses). 
 
 

Rhodia Limited 
Rattlechain Lagoon 
Johns Lane 
Oldbury 
B69 3HX 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Observations 

 
The application refers to a waste lagoon that lies to the east of Johns Lane.  
There are residential properties to the south, an industrial estate to the west, a 
railway line and canal to the north and the former Duport’s Tip to the east. 
 

1. Recommendation 
 

Grant permission 
 



It should be noted that permission was granted in 2010 (DC/10/51860 refers) for  
10 metre pole mounted camera to the south west of the water’s edge, having a 
full pan, tilt and zoom.  Conditions were attached to this permission requiring a 
fixed plate to be fitted behind the camera to prevent it from being able to look into 
nearby residential properties in Callaghan Drive. 

 
The applicant is seeking retrospective permission for two cameras mounted on 4 
metre high poles immediately adjacent to the canal tow path at the northern edge 
of the waste lagoon.  The cameras will be fixed and have a zoom facility, with 
one camera incorporating a speaker.  The applicants have also indicated that 
photographic evidence of major damage to the north bank occurred due to ‘bottle 
collectors’ entering the site via the top boundary fence during the period of 
November 2015 to November 2016.  The cameras will be non pivotal and face 
towards the middle bank of the lagoon.  The zoom facility has a distance of 40 
metres and the speaker volume is rated at 113 decibels and is manually operated 
by “Robowatch” control centre observing the area and is not automated.   
 
The application has been publicised by neighbour notification with one objection 
received which is summarised as follows:- 
 
(i) The applicant has submitted an invalid plan showing part of the right of way 

and the Autobase Industrial Estate within their ownership; 
(ii) False and misleading statements have been made as to the nature of the 

site as waste tip; 
(iii) The reasons are unclear as to why the additional cameras are required and 

if altered in future they could compromise the privacy of residents; 
(iv) No substantial evidence has been provided in relation to damage by 

trespassers to justify further cameras following those erected in 2010. 
 
In response to the concerns above I would respond as follows:- 
 
(i) On visiting the site, the red line boundaries relate to the position of the 

camera which are correct; 
(ii) The applicant has completed the forms on the basis of the proposal for the 

retention of the CCTV cameras, the history of the site as waste tip is not 
relevant to this application; 

(iii) The reasons given for the camera is security of the site, the cameras are 
fixed and the zoom range extends to the edge of the lagoon on the north 
side 40 metres.  As the nearest residents on Callaghan Drive are 300 metres 
from the cameras, it is considered that their privacy will not be compromised 



(iv) The applicant has provided information regarding records of intruders 
between November 2015 and 2016 as indicated above. 

 
Whilst I accept that the objector has a number of concerns relating to the 
operation of the site, much of these do not specifically relate the erection of the 
cameras.  In terms of protection of residential amenity, I am satisfied that the 
cameras are a sufficient distance from residents that they will not compromise 
their privacy.  Furthermore canal users will also be protected given the fixed 
nature of the cameras which face away from the canal frontage. 
 
Approval is therefore recommended 

 
3. Relevant History 

 
DC/10/51860 - Proposed construction of a 10m high column equipped with a 
CCTV camera. GC 13.04.2010 

 
4. Central Government Guidance 
 

NPPF – Promotes sustainable development 
 
5. Development Plan Policy 
 

BCCS - ENV3: Design Quality 
 
SADD - EOS9: Urban Design Principles 

 
 
 

 


